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Claims 



1. An agent comprising a pi^otein compl(ex comprising an 
oligomer ic form of a-lactalbuirfin (MAL) /nd a further reagent 
which is combined with MAL suchN^at is carried into the 
nucleoplasm of cells which are susceptible to MAL. 

2. An agent according to claim A wherein said further 
reagent is coupled to MAL by co^ugation. 

3. An agent according to c/aim 1 wherein said further 
reagent is coupled to MAL k^/^ covalent bonding. 

4. An agent according/to claim 3 wherein the said further 
reagent in covalently ponded to MAL by way of a linking or 
spacer group. 



5. An agent acc/rding to claim 1 wherein said further 
reagent compris^ a polypeptide or protein which is fused to 
MAL, 



An agent according to aW one 
wherein said further reagent^ is a/ cyt; 
or an antibody. 



preceding claims 
:in/ a microbial toxin 



{e±n said further 




7 , An agent accordinyg ^to clai^ 
reagent comprises a mc?no<y^onay~~ai^pxBody . 



An agent according tc/ any >one of claims 1 to 5 wherein 
further reagent comprises a labelling agent. 



9. An agent accord^ing 
is biotin or a rad/oactii 



claim 8 wherein the labelling agent 
ibel . 
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10. An agent according tot claim 9 which has a radioactive 
label comprising ^^^I, ^^C or V^S . 



1. A pharmaceutical composition comprising an agent 
'5 n/according to any one of the preceding claims, together with a 
(i^/ pharmaceutically acceptable carra^er or excipient . 
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12. A composition according to claim Iflrwhich is in the form 
of a solution or cream for topical use. 



13. A composition according to claim 13 which is adapted for 
oral administration . 




14. T^e use of an agent according to any one of claims 1 to 7 
in the treatment of cancer. 



15. The use Gkf an agent according to any of claims 8 to 10 in 
the diagnosis orNcancer. 



20 16. The use of an agent according to any one of claims 1 to 
10 for use in the preparation of a medicament for the 
diagnosis or treatment of caricer. 

.17. A method of treating cancervwhich comprises admi^i^^ 
25 to cancer cells an agent accordingNto any. one of claims 1 to 
10 or a composition according to any\me of claims 11 to 13. 
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18. A method of diagnosing cancer which rr^ethod comprises 
applying to cells which are suspected of^^^^beri^ cancerous, an 
agent according to any one of claims 1 to 10 a^d observing 
penetration of said agent into the nucleus of the. cells. 



19. A method according to 
vitro on a sample removed fr 





18 which is carried out in 
patient . 



